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Introducing Robin’s Left-Hand Man
Hi there!
My name is Jeremy and I am so excited to help launch our latest project the DA Dispatch as the
Managing Editor for this exciting project. For those of you who may not know me - I am one of
Madam DA’s Executive Assistants.
A little bit about me: I am originally from Tennessee and moved to Atlanta in 2016 to pursue
a career in politics. Little did I know my journey would go from interning to managing local,
statewide, as well as out of state campaigns. In addition to working on some coordinated
campaigns for President. My life went from spending time in the mountains of TN and NC
and paddle boarding at the lake to spending most of my days chatting it up with the late
Congressman John Lewis, Hillary Clinton, President Biden, Congresswoman Jahana
Hayes, Senator Jon Ossoff, various Governors and celebrity donors, getting flown
around in helicopters, riding in armored vehicles, and more. Campaign work also gave
me the flexibility to travel – something that I had always aspired to do. During my
time off from the hectic campaign trail, you could find me “on tour” visiting places like Colombia, Cuba, or sailing the
Narragansett.
I am honored to be a part of Madam DA’s administration – one that is historic for numerous reasons. Like VP Kamala
Harris famously has said, “You may be the first to do many things, but make sure you’re not the last.” I have spent
the past 5 years fighting to get people like Madam DA elected because we need more women and women
of color in elected leadership positions. We need elected officials who represent folks from each walk of life:
teachers, construction workers, scientists, economists, prosecutors, etc.
Fun Facts: 1) I played the Alto Saxophone for 9 years and have performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade, The Rose Parade, and earned a Grammy along with my fellow band mates. 2) I’m a lefty. Shout out
to my fellow lefties in the office. 3) You’ve probably seen me in the
background of some of your favorite television shows or movies.
4) The only people who have ever made me feel short are
Shaquille O’Neal and Dikembe Matumbo.
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New Fulton County Holiday
Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth
Independence Day or Freedom Day, is an
American holiday that commemorates the
June 19, 1865, announcement of the abolition
of slavery in Texas, more generally the emancipation
of enslaved African Americans throughout the former
Confederate States of America.
Juneteenth is a victorious event worth remembering. It
is the celebration of June 19th…the day in 1865 when
the people of Texas were finally informed (two and a
half years after the fact) that any and all enslaved people
in the Confederate States were no longer property of their
masters. Forty-six of the 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia have
recognized Juneteenth as either a state holiday or ceremonial holiday, a day
of observance. The four states that do not recognize Juneteenth are Hawaii,
Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota.
This is the first year that Fulton County will recognize Juneteenth as a paid
employee holiday instead of Columbus day. It is now an official holiday
for Fulton County governments. Since it falls on Saturday this year, we
are off on the Friday prior.

Staff & Stories
Welcome New Hires!

Don Geary

Ronnie Dixon

Legal Counsel to the DA

Assitant District Attorney Conviction Integrity Unit

Trina Swanson Lucas
Senior Investigator Conviction Integrity Unit

Mychal Scates

Assitant District Attorney Case Intake Unit

Germaine Johnson
Investigator - Trial Division

A warm welcome and lots of great wishes
for becoming part of our growing family.
Your remarkable skills and talents
will be a great addition to our office.
As quoted by Helen Keller:

“Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
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Staff & Stories
High School 2021 Internship Program
Our high school interns are working with our Operations Division on Project Digital Transformation to transfer physical files to a
digital format to help this office remain compliant with the state’s retention requirements. These student interns will be exposed to
various career paths within the criminal justice system.
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Staff & Stories
Non-Complex Team Building Session at Top Golf
Non-Complex Unit shows off their competitive golfing skills at a team building session @ Top Golf in Midtown.

Meet Jacob Robertson - IT’s newest intern
Jacob Robertson is an
Information Technology Intern
and a recent graduate of Tulane
University. He was a member
of their football team and was a
part of the first team in school
history to win back-to-back
Jacob Robertson
bowl games. He grew up in the
Intern - IT
College Park/East Point area
in Atlanta. He enjoys video games, action sports, and
anything that involves being outside. An interesting fact
about him is that he plans to do a road trip to ride dirt
bikes at all the best trails around the country.
If you see Jacob around the office make sure you
introduce yourself!
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Staff & Stories
Georgia Anti-Gang Network Meeting
On June 3, 2021, Attorney General Carr and Governor Kemp hosted a meeting to address the rise in violent crime
throughout Atlanta. The Heads of the Federal, State, and Local law enforcement agencies were in attendance.

With Attorney General Christopher Carr at the podium.

With Governor Brian Kemp at the podium.

After event, with our own Michael Carson in the background.
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The Fab Four Spotlight
We have a new section to add to our newsletter called “The Fab Four Spotlight.” Some old facts and
some new facts that you probably won’t know about your fellow coworkers.

Watch out, the DA might be reaching out to you for all of your life secrets... you may be next!

Michael Carlson

Deputy Executive District Attorney
Major Crimes Division
Mike Carlson is the Executive Deputy of Major Crimes.
He joins us from GBI and has been practicing law for
29 years. He is the author of Carlson on Evidence and
other law books. He has taught many judge and lawyer
training programs. Mike has been married for 30 years
with 2 children and a dog. He grew up in St. Louis and
is a successful Martial arts competitor…so much so
that he became a Martial Arts Sensei (“teacher/coach”)
with black belts and high ranks in numerous styles.
He’s even owned and operated a martial arts training
academy for 10 years.
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The Fab Four Spotlight

James Spivey
Investigator
Dignitary Protection

Investigator James Spivey has been with the office since November 2017
and has served in the Trial Division, Major Case Division, and is currently a
member of the Dignitary Protection Team.
Spivey is prior military and served in the Army for approximately 9 years. He
served a tour in Iraq during 2004 and 2005 for 565 days. He was injured in
Iraq and was the recipient of a Purple Heart.
Spivey is an avid pistol shooter and has competed in several competitions
both in the military and the police world. Spivey competed in the Winston
P. Wilson combat matches and was the number 4 shooter in the state of
Louisiana in 2007. He was awarded the Governor’s Twenty patch during his
military service. He has also competed and won several Blue Knights (police
motorcycle group) shooting competitions with a perfect 300 score.
You can find Spivey in his woodworking shop on the weekends where he
likes to build things like sliding barn doors for his house and making accent
walls for his house. Spivey also likes to sing for fun. He has been asked to
sing at two weddings and has won a karaoke contest in the past. Spivey is
an animal lover and has a 7-year-old Boxer that is his service dog awarded to
him by an organization called Healing for Heroes.
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The Fab Four Spotlight

Sonya Allen

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney
Anti-Corruption Unit
Sonya Allen was a competitive cheerleader from age
8-18. After 5 years of being a judge, she gave her first
10.0 on the Floor exercise (a very rare thing… hence the
photo op). She also coached gymnastics until this year.
She is a military brat; her dad served 22 years in the Air
Force, where he was a chef to some of the highest-ranking
officers. She also has an older sister who was born and
raised in Bermuda, where she still lives and where Sonya
likes to visit. Before Sonya started her 29-plus years in law
enforcement, she was a French interpreter for three years.
She is a member of the illustrious Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.
Sonya has a daughter who was in the Junior Olympic
program for gymnastics. She’s now headed to nursing
school this coming fall.
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The Fab Four Spotlight

Iyana Young
Legal Assistant
Appeals Unit

Yana Young attended The Great Bethune Cookman
University where she graced multiple NFL games
halftime shows in performance as a 14Karat Gold
Dancer. She loves hopeless romantic comedies and
will do anything that pretty much involves water. *Sort
of a thrill seeker.*
She absolutely loves DANCE and she has been
dancing (ballet and afro-jazz) since the age of 3 and
has been featured in various shows and concerts
around Metro Atlanta.
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Awards

Congratulations

Our very own Assistant Chief Ricks finished Advanced Dignitary School in Washington D.C., which was held
May 3rd-7th, 2021.
The Training was conducted by The United States State Department at the Foreign Affairs Security Training Center in
Blackstone Virginia, approximately 45 minutes outside of Washington D.C. The training focused on defensive tactics,
principle extractions, body protection, using fire as a weapon (getting principle out of a burning building), and team
strategies and operations. The advanced course is a continuation of the basic course that focuses on escort formations,
evacuations, and driving techniques. The advanced course is focused on leadership in the world of Diplomatic
protection and security.
The Department of State has some of the best-trained protection agents in the world. They are responsible for
protecting Government Senators and Politicians both foreign and domestic. Their techniques are considered highly
sensitive and held under lock and key for security purposes. Learning techniques from Department of State Agents has
been considered a privilege not to be taken lightly. Assistant Chief Ricks has been certified on multiple levels through
The State Department in Diplomatic Security.

Employee of the Month
Barry Hunter | May 2021
“Investigator Barry Hunter is the absolute most humble investigator that has
walked into the DA’s office. He doesn’t look at all cases as just a case – but as
people.”
“Investigator Hunter goes above and beyond to make sure that everyone no
matter what – is taken care of. He always has a positive attitude and constantly
speaks words of encouragement amongst everyone throughout the office.”
“Mr. Hunter is always available to help and lend a hand. He is well-organized
and efficient with his time - and mindful of deadlines. He is very knowledgeable
and always shows a sincere interest in solving problems.”
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GBI’s Basic Street Gang Investigator’s Course

Congratulations to each of the following on completing the GBI’s Basic Street Gang Investigator’s Course on
May 14th, 2021.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Abigail Potter
Alicia Taylor
Akisa Hopkins
Andre Allen
Ashley Matthews
Brian Trepanier
Corinne Collins
Donald Moore
Elizabeth Tarver
Elyce Loutzenhiser
Faye Rosenbaum
Furhawn Shah
George Jenkins
Helen Bastien
Jill Hartsfield
Jasmine Knight

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

Jazmin Dilligard
John Turner
Kara Roberts
Kassie Hall
Keenan O’Neal
Nakeyah Martin
Seth Brown
Lamar Rhodes
Lora Andrews
Marshal Hodge
Meighan Vargas
Nikia Sellers
Obed Ford
Pat Dutcher
Partrena Baker
Patricia Jackson

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Paul Barnhill
Peter Faile
Quinasha Pritchett
Ramona Toole
Robert Summerill
SaQuez King
Saul Alter
Shamma Iqbal
Sharon Opila
Stephany Luttrell
Tawanna Flint
Tom Wight
Travis Thomas
Dean Kyriakou
James Spivey
Judith Grant

Well Done!
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Newsroom

Click story for more information

Judge
denies
bond for
Atlanta
rapper
YFN Lucci

YFN Lucci
lawyer fails
at pulling his
celebrity card
during bond
hearing

Atlanta
police
shooting
case: Judge
agrees to
recuse local
prosecutor

Fulton DA

Georgia

‘sickened’ by

chief justice:

violence in

COVID-

Atlanta, says
much of it tracks
back to gangs

related
judicial
emergency to
end June 30th

In a courtroom near you
Domestic Violence

Crimes Against
Children

Capital Case &
Cold Case

Hillius Rooks

Souleymane Diallo

Earnest Lambert

Ricardo Randolf

Murder…404(b) Motion.

Motion to suppress ID.

States motion to dismiss
notice of appeal for failure
to prosecute.

Final Plea.

#18SC161703
Courtroom: McBurney
6/15/21
9:30 am

Adonis Heard

#20SC176859
Courtroom: McBurney
6/21/21
1:00pm
Murder…Motion to Dismiss.

Charles Ross

#19SC173271
Courtroom: Carnesale
6/22/21
9:30am
Murder…Immunity Motion.
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#19SC1625216
Courtroom: Barwick
6/10/2021
9:30 am

#08SC73253
Courtroom: Glanville
6/10/21

Michael Wash

#17SC153685
Courtroom: Richardson
6/21/21
9:30am
Bond Hearing.

Gangs
#19SC172386
Courtroom: Leftridge
6/17/21
9:30am

Rayshawn Bennett
#21SC177808
Courtroom: Cox
6/17/21
9:30am

Plea and Arraignment.

Do in your heart
what you feel
to be right,
you will be
criticized anyway.
-Eleanor Roosevelt

FANI T. WILLIS
District Attorney
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