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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY 
ATLANTA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE Closure of Fulton County Courthouse 

Duration of Courthouse Operations Closure: 

Begins – Wednesday, January 22, 2025, at 8:30 A.M. 

Ends – Thursday, January 23, 2025, at 8:30 A.M. 

ORDER EXTENDING JUDICIAL EMERGENCY IN THE ATLANTA JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 

WHEREAS the undersigned as Chief Superior Court Judge for the Atlanta Judicial Circuit 
declared a Judicial Emergency and ordered closure of the Fulton County Courthouse and related 
annexes by order on January 20, 2025, attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and, 

WHEREAS the Order Declaring Judicial Emergency (“Order”) by its terms was set to 
expire on Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. unless further extended by this Court; and, 

WHEREAS the metro Atlanta area continues to experience a winter precipitation event, 
with snow accumulation beginning in the afternoon of January 21, 2025; and, 

WHEREAS Governor Brian Kemp’s Executive Order declaring a State of Emergency, as 
originally attached to the Order, remains in effect; and, 

WHEREAS, the undersigned as Chief Superior Court Judge for the Atlanta Judicial 
Circuit has determined that a judicial emergency continues to exist pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 38-3-
60; and, 

WHEREAS, the undersigned, after consulting with the clerks and judges of all courthouse-
based courts within this Circuit, has further determined that within the Atlanta Judicial Circuit, the 
emergency substantially endangers or infringes upon the normal functioning of the judicial system, 
the ability of persons to avail themselves of the judicial system, or the ability of litigants or others 
to have access to the courts or to meet schedules or time deadlines imposed by court order or rule, 
statute, or administrative rule or regulation. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED as follows: 

1.
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 Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 38-3-61, Chief Judge Ural D. L. Glanville of the Superior Court 
of Fulton County, Georgia, which comprises the Atlanta Judicial Circuit, DOES HEREBY 
DECLARE that a Judicial Emergency Continues to exist, as originally found in the January 20, 
2025 Order Declaring Judicial Emergency in the Atlanta Judicial Circuit.  
 

2. 
 

 The jurisdictions affected by this Judicial Emergency include all courthouse operations in 
and at the Fulton County Courthouse and all related annexes in the City of Atlanta and Fulton 
County, Georgia. 
 

3. 
 

 The nature of the emergency necessitating this Order is the State of Emergency declared 
by Governor Brian Kemp pursuant to Executive Order 01.20.25.01, attached hereto as Exhibit 
A. Precipitation accompanied by severe cold creates the potential for snow and ice accumulation, 
including black ice, and could result in hazardous travel conditions and potential power outages, 
making judicial activities for those courts whose jurisdiction involves matters on 48- and 72- 
hour timelines difficult and potentially dangerous for citizens and court personnel, and rendering 
electronically dependent remote court services unavailable.  
 

4. 
 

The period of duration for this Judicial Emergency shall extend from the time originally 
Ordered to include the following periods: beginning from 8:30 AM on Wednesday, the 22nd day 
of January 2025, and ending at 8:30 AM on Thursday, the 23rd day of January 2025, unless 
extended by further order pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 38-3-61(b). 
 

5. 
 

ALL judicial offices, clerk of court offices, and all other courthouse-based offices 
providing accountability court services, felony/misdemeanor probation services, legal prosecution 
and defense representation, and courthouse security located at the Fulton County Courthouse, 
except as specifically provided below, are AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED to CLOSE FOR 
BUSINESS during the period of this closure, provided, however, that courthouse security 
measures deemed necessary in the sole discretion of the Sheriff shall continue as directed by the 
Sheriff or his authorized designee. 

 
6. 
 

All such offices named above SHALL REOPEN TO THE PUBLIC at normal business 
hours on Thursday, January 23, 2025, unless developing circumstances necessitate the extension 
of this judicial emergency, or a county government announces closing of the county courthouse at 
times after the expiration of the judicial emergency set forth herein. PLEASE NOTE: All Fulton 
County Magistrate Court EWI and First Appearance Calendars to be conducted virtually 
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via Zoom will proceed as scheduled and in accordance with the usual business practices of 
that Court. Staff from pre-trial services shall also assist in these calendars in accordance with 
the usual practices of that Court.  

 
7. 
 

Fulton County Superior Court’s Family Division will reschedule all in-person Family 
Violence hearings set for January 22, 2025 to Friday January 24, 2025. All other matters scheduled 
for virtual appearances on January 22, 2025 will proceed as scheduled. Any virtual matters not 
heard on January 22, 2025 for whatever reason will be rescheduled by the assigned Judge. Litigants 
may contact the Family Division at 404-613-0505 or at familydivision@fultoncountyga.gov for 
assistance.  

 
8. 

 
 Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 38-3-62, all court deadlines, time schedules or filing 
requirements are hereby suspended, tolled, or extended for the duration of the judicial 
emergency as noted above. 
 

9. 
 

 Anyone requiring the Superior Court’s involvement in an emergency matter should 
contact the presiding judge, the Hon. Shermela Williams’ office at (404) 612-4991. For 
emergency matters in State Court, contact (404) 613-5040; in Juvenile Court, (404) 612-4402; 
and in Magistrate Court, (404) 613-5360. 
 

10. 
 
 The Court hereby ORDERS the dissemination of this notice in accordance with 
O.C.G.A. § 38-3-63, as follows: 
 

(a) The Sheriff of Fulton County or his designee shall post copies of this notice on all 
external courthouse doors; and 
 

(b) IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk of the Superior Court for Fulton County, 
or her designee, shall immediately notify the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and 
the Clerks of the Court of Appeals and of the Supreme Court by sending them a copy 
of this notice; and 

 
(c) IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk of the Superior Court for Fulton County 

or her designee shall post copy of this notice and any subsequent extension or 
modification in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 38-3-63 by posting it on the Fulton 
County Courthouse website or other appropriate public address system; and 
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(d) IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that County Manager Dick Anderson or his designee
shall post a copy of this notice and any subsequent extension or modification in
accordance with O.C.G.A. § 38-3-63 by posting it on the Fulton County website or
other appropriate public address systems.

10. 

Let the clerks of all courts of record in the Atlanta Judicial Circuit spread this Order upon 
the minutes of their courts. 

DONE and ORDERED this 21st day of January, 2025. 

___________________________________ 
HON. URAL D. L. GLANVILLE, 
Chief and Administrative Judge of the 
5th Judicial Administrative District 
Superior Court of Fulton County 
Atlanta Judicial Circuit 
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